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On Mortality and Borrowed Time 


BY ANDREW STARK 


'The other night, in Uptown, I parked my 
car, ran across the street (northbound traffic 
was at a standstill; I couldn't see any oncom- 
ing traffic in the other lanes), and was almost 
run down by a southbound Lexus. Like, I felt its 
slipstream whip the back of my flannel. A reck- 
less and thoughtless move, to be sure. 

I started to think about mortality and all 
the gravely stupid, adrenaline-seeking deci- 
sions I've made in my adult life—a time when 
those mistakes are supposed to have been left 
behind. 

The last time I almost died, I'd just moved to 
L.A. I went swimming with some friends up in 
San Francisquito Canyon, and brought Gizmo, 
my Chihuahua, along. We spent some time 
pulling jackknifes and backflips off the ten- 
foot cliff into what was presumably the popular 
swimming hole. Then an elderly man, knobby 
and tan as smoked meat, approached and 
pointed downriver, to a *more exciting cliff." 
This turned out to be an 80-foot drop into a pool 
surrounded by swells of bedrock. Two teenage 
boys were sunbathing on its banks below. 

"No goddamn way" seemed to be the con- 


sensus among our group, rubbernecking over 
the cliffs edge. Call it ego, hubris, or some 
kind of new-kid-in-town brinksmanship, but, 
with a cavalier shrug, I handed Gizmo to some- 
body and took a deep breath. 

This is what happens when you get knocked 
out: In the event of a closed-head injury (as op- 
posed to the much-worse-sounding open-head 
injury), the brain breaches the subarachnoid 
space and violently collides with the skull. 
'This results in a cerebral contusion, or bruised 
brain, beginning a neurochemical reaction that 
causes degeneration in white and gray matter, 
not to mention frontotemporolimbic damage 
and cerebral atrophy. To boot, the neural ax- 
ons—threadlike nerve fibers linking various 
parts of the brain to the rest of the body—get 
stretched and injured, throwing bodily commu- 
nications out of whack. This is all way worse, 
though, when it's happening underwater. 

According to the other members of my 
group, who were thus scrambling down the 
mountainside's hogback with Gizmo in tow, the 
first teenage boy dove after me when I didn't 
resurface. After some time, he reappeared and 


hollered, “I can't find him!” Then the other 
boy dove in, and pulled my body ashore by the 
ankles. I woke up to this terrified kid giving me 
mouth-to-mouth. 

I said, "Where's Gizmo?" 

The kid blinked at me, winded. 

“What happened?" 

"You jumped, man," he said. 

“From where?" 

He pointed. 

I shaded my eyes and followed his finger. I 
said, "That's high." 

On the drive home, we stopped at my first 
In-N-Out Burger, in San Fernando, but I was in 
too much pain to eat. In the days following, my 
face was bruised in such a way that it looked 
underlit by flashlight. 

Ithink about that sometimes, when I'm feel- 
ing down or unmotivated, and how I'm basical- 
ly living on borrowed time. This time is a gift, 
and when I remember that after one simple, 
stupid decision it could be taken from me, just 
like that, I feel a meditative calm, like the pres- 
ent moment—through all the pollution of my 
day—finally shows itself. В 
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We're All in It for the Long (or Short) Haul 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


Through the eons, through a system of in- 
terdependencies and networks, life on earth has 
proceeded to evolve with occasional blips - like 
that meteor strike some 66 million years back 
that annihilated the dinosaurs and paved the way 
for mankind. 

The Humanity blip is taking longer, but is 
picking up speed incrementally, heading towards 
a similar annihilation. Its been ongoing for mil- 
lennia as mankind bred and spread and chopped 
and decimated, really picking up steam during 
the Industrial Revolution. 

The “We want it all and we want it now" phi- 
losophy saw old growth forests felled, grasslands 
razed and ploughed into dustbowls, lakes and riv- 
ers drained, once teeming populations of birds 
and beasts reduced or exterminated. 

But every plant and creature exists through 
some food chain, within some broader network 
connected to yet others further-flung. Every de- 
spised “weed” or “pest” has a place, and humans 
poison and eradicate indiscriminately at their 
peril. These myriad networks are still poorly 
understood, ignored by those who monetize 
Nature's bounty. In clear-cut logging, trees of no 
commercial value that surround desired timber 
are ^weeds," cut down and trashed. Only recent- 
ly have studies shown that woodland species 


interact through underground root and fungus 
networks, protecting and nourishing the forest 
as a whole. Leaving great swathes of bare land 
removes needed shade, raising temperatures 
that enable invasive insects to introduce new 
diseases. 

A recent Atlantic article on whaling offers 
an excellent example of interconnection. Baleen 
whales (including blue, fin, and humpbacked) 
had been hunted for years, their populations re- 
maining fairly stable until the arrival of factory 
ships with explosive-tipped harpoons, and on- 
board processing capabilities. Over 100 years, 
two million baleen whales were killed, then within 
sixty years, the blue whale population plummeted 
from 360,000 to 1,000. 

Prior to industrial decimation, it is estimated 
that baleen whales consumed hundreds of met- 
ric tons of tiny, shrimp-like krill. The krill, how- 
ever, flourished, since iron-rich whale excrement 
provided needed nutrients for phytoplankton to 
bloom and become krill fodder. The whales' dis- 
appearance should have left a huge prey popula- 
tion, but the krill count dropped 8096. 

Baleen whales fast, then gorge during only 
a third of the year, and iron is scarcer in the icy 
southern waters where they feed. Southern iron 
is locked in the krill, unlocked by whales feeding 


and defecating. No whales, no iron. 

"So what? I don't use a whale-oil lamp, I don't 
care about krill." But Stanford ecologist Matthew 
Savoca, following a 1990s concept of oceanog- 
rapher John Martin, now proposes seeding the 
southern ocean with iron to allow phytoplankton 
to mature and bloom, absorbing CO2, and on into 
the whales via krill. That CO2 reduction may pro- 
vide significant cooling for the planet. 

Every weed, every lowly creature is part of 
some ecosystem, as are humans, believing or 
not. Many early peoples accepted their inclusion 
without having the science to understand. They 
hunted, gathered what they needed, left animals 
and seeds to proliferate and provide for the next 
season. 

Without realizing it, we once needed this iron- 
phytoplankton-krill-whale-poop cycle to support 
a fishing industry, and now if it can be revived, 
the same cycle may help mankind survive. Moth- 
er Nature is revealing one example of just how 
bound mankind is to his fellow creatures. There 
is so much more to learn. Will we do our home- 
work? Ё 
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OUR SCENE | ARTS 


“Scarlet Letters” 


According to Dan Savage's New Book 
sex Advice Is as Easy as A, B, C 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


Some indulge in lilies, some exult in 
pearls—and sure, most serve cake, ideally a 
tall cake slathered in sweet frosting—but Dan 
Savage is celebrating his 30th anniversary by 
publishing a book. A book might seem like a 
weird decoration when contrasted with lilies, 
pearls and cake...that is until you realize that 
the celebrated relationship is with a newspaper 
column—an advice column, to be precise. A 
sex advice column, to be preciser. And in recent 
years, a sex and relationship advice column in 
print and online (to be precisest of all). 

Three decades ago, at its genesis, “Savage 
Love” was a joke—not a joke as in “poorly writ- 
ten bad advice,” but a joke as in “to get to the 
other side,” ba-dum-bump-tshshsh, like, really, 
literally, Dan Savage’s first column was a joke. 
Savage remembers: when a friend announced 
that said friend was about to start an alternative 
newspaper in Seattle, “I told him you should 
have an advice column because everyone reads 
them. You see that Q&A format, you can’t not 
stop and read that.” One verbal ricochet and a 
sample column later, Savage got the job him- 
self. “I was a fan of the genre, I had learned a lot 
from it,” Savage recounts, “but I was comically 
unsuited for the job.” 

It was not a job, though, not yet—it was still 
a joke: the year was 19-furshlugginer-91, post- 
Stonewall and pre-everything else, when the 
gay kid started telling straight folk how to man- 
age their locks and keys. Savage drew upon his 
fandom, recalling that all of the mainstream ad- 
vice columnists rarely answered questions sent 
in by gay readers...and when they did answer 
them, the advisors treated the askers like lep- 
ers to be judged and loathed and judged some 
more. “Gay relationships were handled with 
special tongs," Savage reports. ; 

For comedic effect, the young gay guy em- 
ployed those special tongs when advising he/ 
she congresses. “I acted like heterosexuality 
was a tragedy.” He laughs. But a funny thing 
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Dan Savage 


Photo by Roman Robinson 


happened on the way to the other side: the col- 
umn's straight readers fell in love with the nov- 
el approach. The joke became a column, and 
Savage's name became an adjective, his advice 
animated by an honesty that was as delicate as 
a grizzly attack, a clawed and fanged integrity 
that the columnist brought to his subsequent 
endeavors. 

Yeah, "subsequent endeavors." See, where 
"Savage Love" is concerned, lilies, pearls, and 
cake notwithstanding, its author hasn't been 
precisely monogamous...more like “monoga- 
mish" (to employ one of the column's many 
original phrases). After some years of his sex- 
positive-with-a-little-sex-and-positive-added 
approach, Savage's newly acquired expertise 
made him a sought-after TV pundit, and, while 
serving in that capacity, the sex columnist 
made himself into an activist, representing a 
community defined by his stock-in-trade. 

'Then, in 2006, Dan Savage fulfilled Andy 
Warhol’s timeless prediction, “In the future, ev- 
eryone will have a podcast for fifteen minutes." 
'The Savage Lovecast operated (and still oper- 
ates) pretty much like its older, woodpulpy sib- 
ling: advice-seekers leave telephone messages 
which are addressed during the show, often in 
consultation with doctors, therapists, and other 
experts in the Field of Boinkology. Savage's 
trademark honesty made the podcast journey 
with him, but the destination left his signature 
tempered. “People tell me I’m more empathetic 
during my podcasts than I am in my column,” 
Savage says. “I guess hearing their voices 
makes a difference.” 


| М а. 

'That empathy-suffused honesty is оп full 
display within Savage Love from A to Z: Advice 
on Sex and Relationships, Dating and Mating, 
Exes and Extras, a collection of never-before- 
published essays organized via that most al- 
luring of filing systems, the alphabet. For in- 
stance, the first essay coagulates around the 
letter A, in a work entitled...um, it's called... 
errr, well, strenuously paraphrasing here: “А 
is for ‘A Really NSFW Title." Y'know, maybe 


you'd better just Google it yourself...preferably 
in the company of someone you love. 

Illustrated by frequent collaborator Joe 
Newton, Savage's latest book is an extension of 
his belief that great sex starts with great com- 
munication. “Сау people have to communicate 
about sex," he says. "When two people of the 
same sex go to bed, they get to yes, they get to 
consent, and then they have a whole conversa- 
tion about ‘What are you into?’ Straight people 
can avoid communication and often do because 
sex is difficult to talk about. Straight people get 
to consent and stop talking about what happens 
next or what they want.” 

Whether or not its 30th year is commemo- 
rated with lilies, pearls, or bad carbs, Savage’s 
career has taken on myriad shapes...perhaps 
because its foundation has done the same. 
“Love is ephemeral,” Savage insists. “We need 
love; we've always needed love. I’m reminded 
of that Supreme Court judge talking about por- 
nography—you don’t know what love is, but 
you know it when you feel it.” 

And maybe that mercurial foundation is its 
own decoration. “We’re social animals,” Savage 
continues. “Sex creates bonds. It creates con- 
nection and intimacy, pleasure and release. Sex 
is the cake, and love is the frosting.” В 


www.savage.love/savagelove 
www.savage.love/lovecast 
www.www.penguinrandomhouse.com/ 
books/669583/savage-love-from-a-to-z-by-dan- 
savage-illustrated-by-joe-newton 
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Twin Cities Gay Men 5 Chorus 
Holiday Concert 


BY BRETT BURGER 


'The Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus, currently in their 41st season, is 
back for the holidays. Last time I spoke with them was last June during 
their Pride Concert. It was then that I spoke with Dr. Gurss about the 
struggles the chorus has had during the pandemic, however, like many 
of us, they were able to persevere. 

The holidays have always been my favorite time of the year—be- 
tween the festive lights, the holiday cheer and, of course, the Christmas 
music. Do I start listening to Christmas music right after Thanksgiving? 
No. But that's because I start right after Halloween! And, this being my 
favorite time of the year, I'm thrilled to be able to see the TCGMC holi- 
day concert in person! 

Yes, TCGMC will not only be making spirits brighter this December 
for the season, but they're also celebrating a return to live singing. There 
is truly a magical and emotional sense of cheer that I get when I hear 
holiday music in person. This marks the return of live concerts for the 
first time since December 2019 and they're of course doing it in a big, 
majestic way at the imperial Landmark Center. 

The concert is inspired by the song “Light” from the musical Next to 
Normal, which centers around a mother, her struggles with mental ill- 
ness and how it ultimately affects her family. After two years without live 
entertainment from theatre, I’m sure we're all primed to return. 

"After two years without live music, we could all use some light," says 
Dr. Gurss. "This concert is a musical affirmation that, indeed, we will 
all emerge out of the darkness into the light as a more loving, inclusive 
community." 

In addition to timeless this holiday classic that we all know and love, 
TCGMC will also present a variety of light-affirming works—such as an 
Islamic prayer about the light of Allah, the music of Sweet Honey in the 
Rock, and the unveiling of their newest commissioned work Love Comes 
Home by world-renowned composer Kim Andrew Arnesen. 


"To top it off,” says Dr. Gurss, “ўе уе invited several guests to this 
concert: Lux String Quartet, Santa and his Reindeer, Three Queens of 
Orient are, and zombies [Zombies? Yes, you read that right. Zombies!]." 

Families and friends are invited to don their gay apparel, duh, and 
join the Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus at the Landmark Center this De- 
cember 16 and 17. Tickets are available at www.tcgmc.org. В 
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All Saints 


A Celebration of 
Stylized Wood-Fired 


Everything 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


Holy smokes! All Saints has fired up its 
wood-burning grill, infusing everything from 
its focaccia to cukes, beets and broccolini with 
a subtle, smoky essence. 

Right. Veggies, indeed, are on the forefront 
in this stylish new café occupying the former 
Bardo space on East Hennepin. The intimate 
room has adopted an understated cosmopoli- 
tan air, drawing upon a palette of ivory and soft 
grays, which illuminate the rows of wood-toned 
tables. In other words, the focus is the food. 

Chef Denny Leaf-Smith, who’s headed 10- 
cal kitchens ranging from 112 Eatery and 
Eastside to Esker Grove, invites vegetables to 
take their place at the head of the table on his 
innovative, thoughtful menu (which—not to 
worry—does include seafood, chicken and red 
meat). They’re presented in tasting portions, 
like small plates on steroids, which can serve 
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three or four diners. Yes, there are half a dozen 
actual entrees too ($16-28), but who’s got room 
after the mix-and-match exuberance from the 
list that precedes them? 

We made a sumptuous meal from six of 
those inventive offerings ($4-18), leading off 
with those cucumbers. Yeah, that’s what my 
companion thought, too (“Going for the quirky 
again, are you?”). Our accomplished server 
backed my vote. These cukes have been cut in 
chunks, then charred over the coals and served 
with little clouds of whipped ricotta, a punch of 
chilies guaranteed to bring any Scando palates 
to attention, and a waft of crispy garlic. Trust 
me: they’re delicious. 

So were the roasted beets, livened with 
tangy Greek yogurt balanced by a sweet hit of 
golden raisins and a toss of briny capers to pull 
the plate together: another hit. Thumbs up, too, 


to the Yukon Gold potatoes—mealy chunks 
awakened by robustly seasoned bits of chorizo 
along with a swell roasted garlic aioli and a toss 
(a genius addition) of green olives. 

Yes, we also ordered meat. The short ribs, 
cut in almost paper-thin cross-sections, proved 
admirably flavorful and juicy. A toss of soy- 
pickled shiitake mushrooms embellished the 
savory plate. Oh, and the fried chicken! It’s 
presented in boneless, batter-coated nuggets 
sweetened by the yin/yang of harissa honey. 
Makes you wonder why all chicken isn’t simi- 
larly suited up. 


Finally, a presentation of scallops came our 
way, sweet and ideally tender, plumped atop a 
bed of sweet carrot hummus and a side of wal- 
nut tabouli. Fine, indeed, but we had reached 
our limit. (The list also includes a cheeseburg- 
er and fries. Just sayin’.) 

Well, not quite. Time to bite the bullet 
and summon dessert. There are two choices, 
47 each: panna cotta incorporating sesame 
and sided with berries, or chocolate cake. 
The dark, layered cake—standard, moist and 
tasty—gained points via a side scoop of cloud- 
light whipped, chocolate buttercream and the 
crunch of—what?—sumac. 

My companion sipped a suave Oregon Pinot 
Noir (BTG choices $8-15) from a short, work- 
able list, while I savored my Old Saint cocktail, 
composed of Bourbon, brandy, rum, madeira 
and bitters. 

While All Saints cannot (and should not) be 
all things to all people, it nicely fills an under- 
served niche. Can't wait to go back—especially 
when its sweet patio reopens in spring. В 
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resh atmosphere. New decor. A reimagined menu — compliments of our new 
executive chet — culinary maestro Peter Drinan. Hailing from Buenos Aires by way 
of Brooklyn, Chef Peter delivers a cosmopolitan blend of fresh ideas and traditional 


favorites. The windows are open The patio is open The possibilities are limitless 


So stop in and say hello. Welcome back to the Twin Cities signature standby for 


personality and palates. We saved you a seat. 
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North of Normal, 
South of Strange 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


You saw the movie. But the cult film Fargo 
wasn't actually filmed in Fargo, so head on over 
to discover what-all the Coen brothers missed. 
(However, the infamous wood chipper now 
resides in the Visitors Center, where tourists 
throng to have their photos taken feeding a 
(mercifully, fake) body part into the actual de- 
vice featured in the movie. 

There, you can also pick up maps and bro- 
chures, along with the reassurance that, “соп- 
trary to popular belief, we do not get around 
in covered wagons. We have Uber and Lyft." 
Those essential trappers’ caps, with padded vi- 
sor and ear flaps, are for sale here, too. Oh, fer 
cute! 

The quirky Coens missed a bonding op- 
portunity, for the city's slogan is "North of 
Normal." Do its citizens take it to heart? You 
betcha. Broadway, the main drag, is populated 
with scores of unique shops—and not a chain 
among them. Dailey's Market is a drug store, 
sort of, that also sells t-shirts reading “I live in 
Fargo. Really." along with beer soap and sassy 
greeting cards. Stabo offers Scandinavian 
items, from candles and knitwear to gnomes in 
stocking caps. Some of the snarky gifts in Un- 
glued include a purple velvet pumpkin and a hot 
dish shopping list. O'Day Cache proffers off 
beat imports from China and India, while Zan- 
dbroz provides one-stop shopping for books, 
stationery and, in the rear, folk-art antiques the 
owner can barely bear to part with. Nearby, In- 
somnia delivers cookies until 3 A.M. 

Oh, you'll find classy clothing and shoes 
store leavening the mix, too—all anchored by 
the stylish new Hotel Jasper, where a snazzy 
lime-green velveteen chaise beckoned in my 
room. The hotel adjoins Broadway Commons, 
a grassy site of outdoor tables and a concert 
stage. 

Follow Broadway south across Main to dis- 
cover 8th Street's enclave of shops—fine arts 
to fine antiques, plus vintage wear (yes, you do 
need those 408 neckties and sweater vests.) 
But before you set out, pick up a map of the 
town's dozen-plus murals to check out on your 
strolls. Art Alley, off North 1st, pops with an 
ever-changing line-up of huge, unofficial murals 
sprayed across brick buildings. 

Yes, there's plenty of indoor art, too, starting 
with the Plains Art Museum (free admission) 
and its intriguing collection of mostly contem- 
porary works, many by Native artists. Gallery 
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4, a nearby co-op, offers local art for sale, along 
with artists’ essentials like sketch pads and 
Bloody Mary mix. Need a break? Every few 
yards around town you'll stumble upon an in- 
die coffee shop or one of the town's eight craft 
breweries. 

Cross the bridge over the Red River, 
hemmed with hiking/biking paths, and you're 
back in Minnesota—in the college town of 
Moorhead, to be exact. It's a quick stroll to the 
Hjemkomst Center, with its showpiece life-size 
model of a traditional Viking ship discovered 
buried in Norway. This model, built by an afi- 
cionado, actually was sailed to Nor- 
way in 1982. 

Just outside, among the trees, 
rises a tiny stave church modeled 
exactly like one in Viks, Norway, of 
1100 A.D. Guides lead tours hourly 
to the tiny, soaring structure made 
of wooden shingles overlapping like 
fish scales, and guarded by dragon 
gargoyles, remnants of Norway's 
pagan past. A tiny window covering 
can be opened to let lepers stand 
outside and hear the service. 

The museum does an excellent, 
and heartbreaking, job of chroni- 
cling the region’s land grabs from 
Native tribes, starting in the 1600s, 
on through the 1855 treaty, which 
pushed Natives onto reservations 
and what the museum calls the “con- 
centration camp” at Fort Snelling. 

A similar story unfolds in the ex- 
hibit called “Forced to Flee,” a tale 
told in gorgeous quilt art of migrants 
worldwide—from earlier pogroms 
to modern-day Syria and Nicaragua. 
Speaking of fleeing (but not forced), photos and 
artifacts depict Americans’ westward journey 
through the Dakotas, including one of a Red 
River wagon train setting out from St. Paul. 

Bonanza USA continues the story with its 
village of relocated historical buildings—a 
schoolhouse, church, hotel, saloon and more. 
History of a more modern era is collected in the 
Fargo Air Museum, where visitors may wander, 
and wonder at, a dozen-plus airplanes, ranging 
from a 1942 Avenger, with torpedo and bomb 
drops, an Army helicopter used in Vietnam, to 
the intelligence-gathering and unmanned Pred- 
ator, plus a WWII Mustang. Hop into a flight 
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simulator, too. 

And now to the pressing question: Where 
to eat? I didn't venture far from the Jasper my 
first night—simply across the street to Teddy's, 
a bar and grill in a vintage, brick-walled setting, 
specializing, indeed, in grilling—specifically, 
gourmet grilled cheese sandwiches. Choose 
from Momv's classic version or options plump 
with add-ons such as ham or roast beef and 
caramelized onions. Each comes with a dipping 
bowl of—you guessed it—spunky tomato soup. 

For breakfast, I sneaked across the street 
again—this time to Black's Waffle Bar, a design- 
your-own scheme with temptations that range 
from pulled pork to pineapple, Swiss cheese to 


whipped cream. Other breakfast finds: Babb's, a 
classic coffeehouse, to sit nibbling a cranberry 
scone while watching the trains, and a train mu- 
ral, across the street. Or Nichole's, where TLC 
obviously is the secret ingredient in her fine 
French pastries, from croissants to macarons. 

Lunch at BernBaum's, on Broadway, involves 
hard choices among typical Jewish deli icons, 
from Knishes and latkes to hefty, two-handed 
brisket-and-sauerkraut sandwiches. Or step over 
to Luna, anchoring a strip mall, for a pleasant 
surprise. (Everywhere I went in town, I heard: 
“Oh, I love Luna!”) Star of the kitchen: a beguil- 
ing peach-and-tomato panzanella salad, showcas- 
ing spheres of creamy mozzarella. Or choose 
Luna's famous blue corn-crusted catfish, or char 
siu pork belly. Popovers, too. In the tiny café I 
made friends with a gay pastor lunching there, 
who told me he marched in this year's rainy 
Pride Parade. 

And for dinner? Can't go wrong at Rosewild, 
within the Jasper, and its list of small plates ranging from a ruddy bison 
tartare to Norwegian lobster (actually mega-crayfish) in roasted corn 
custard, or knuckles of pork confit on blue cheese polenta. And what 
about the smoked whitefish-green pea carbonara? Sure, steaks and burg- 
ers, too. 

And my favorite: Prairie Kitchen, which specializes in grandma's 
cooking, leading off with a nightly hot dish special (this evening: beef 
stroganoff). My choice, Swedish meatballs, included grandma's manda- 
tory accessories: mashed potatoes, brown gravy and lingonberry sauce. 
'The menu also salutes Nordic salmon and bison tenderloin. And corn 
cakes, a shout-out to the region's Natives, here arriving sided with roast- 
ed red pepper puree and poblano aioli. 

Makes you hungry for Fargo? It's a four-hour drive though flat-as-a- 
lefse cornfields. For info, see www.fargomoorhead.org. В 


*Not valid on green tag/sale priced items, coupon items, and/or 
with other promotions/sales. While supplies last. No rain/snow 
checks. Ends 12/14/21. 


CALL FOR 
CURBSIDE PICK-UP, 
LOCAL DELIVERY 
OR TO SHIP 


LOWRY 
LIQUORS 


1922 HENNEPIN AVE 


MINNEAPOLIS, MN 
612.871.2500 
LHLWINE.COM 


lakeside 


WINE+SPIRITS 


1916 W WAYZATA BLVD 

LONG LAKE, MN 

952.404.2500 
LAKESIDEWINEANDSPIRITS.COM 
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Relaxing and Rewilding 


lronwood. MI 


BY ANDREW STARK 


Yoop-er (и): A native or inhabitant of the Up- 
per Peninsula of Michigan. 

This is an umbrella term that can also re- 
fer to a lifestyle, a cultural ethos. Yooper is a 
sociopolitical identity, a gestalt, which has its 
roots in Finnish and Swedish and Native Amer- 
ican. Yoopers can be reserved people, isolated, 
hermetic, remote as abyssal fish. They are a 
sturdy core sample of America, coexisting in 
their northern corner. In 1858, the first efforts 
were made for the Upper Peninsula to secede 
and become its own state, followed by similar 
motions in 1897, 1962, and the 1970s. That state 
was to be called Superior. 

Michigan didn’t want the Upper Peninsula. 
At the time of the Toledo War (1835 - 36), a 
dispute between the territory of Michigan and 
the state of Ohio over a 468-square-mile border 
region known as the Toledo Strip (sort of the 
Rust Belt's buckle, these days) and the eco- 
nomically coveted mouth of the Maumee, Con- 
gress offered Michigan statehood and three- 
quarters of the Upper Peninsula in return they 
give up the Strip. Voters widely rejected this 
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proposal; a federal report at the time described 
the northland as a “sterile region on the shores 
of Lake Superior destined by soil and climate to 
remain forever a wilderness.” 

The U.P. and I share the same date of birth, 
146 years apart, on the 14th of December. 

I’ve spent most of my life collecting Yooper 
moments. One time, my grandpa, a notorious 
curmudgeon (given to hollering things like, 
“Aw, shuddup!” when us kids would whimper 
on Sunday drives to Copper Harbor. “We’re 
pre’neer there.”), was pulled over north of 
Baraga Maximum Correctional on Westland 
Drive for running a stop sign. When the officer 
walked his license and registration back to the 
squad car, my grandpa drove off “because the 
son of a bitch took too damn long.” That was a 
Yooper moment. 

Or the time I was running phone cable with 
a paunchy Finn out on Horoscope Road. A 
storm broke, and we were waiting out the rain 
in his idling flat nose diesel, which jostled like 
a massage chair. I held my head in my hands. 

“Hangover?” he said. 


Igrunted. 

*Ever been so drunk you shit yourself?" 

“No.” 

He sniffed. “Then you ain’t never been 
drunk.” 

But Yooper moments aren't always like that. 
Some years ago, I was running Cat 5 cable in 
the new L'Anse high school and during my 
lunch break I hand-fed a fox most of my tur- 
key sandwich. The fox would genuflect, skit- 
ter off and somersault before returning for a 
bite. Or the time I was digging a ditch in the 
woods outside the Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha 
Church in Skanee, and two raccoon cubs the 
size of softballs tottered out from a stand of 
birches. While the more aggressive chewed on 
my boot, the other clawed whining at my jeans. 
I picked it up, and it continued whining until I 
held it against the crook of my throat, where it 
quickly shut its eyes and fell asleep. These mo- 
ments, rather than the compendium of horrors 
invariably affixed to an isolated and economi- 
cally depressed people, define the essence of 
what it means to be Yooper. 

Gogebic, Ojibwa, meaning “where trout ris- 
ing to the surface make rings in the water.” Go- 
gebic County is bordered by Wisconsin to the 
west and south, and opens into Lake Superior 
18 miles north of Ironwood, an iron ore mining 
town that saw its boom in the mid-1880s with 
the discovery of several deposits and the con- 
current arrival of the railroad. Mines like the 
Norrie, Aurora, Newport and Pabst brought an 
inflow of immigrants from countries like Ger- 
many, Italy, Sweden, Finland and Poland. 

This is the westernmost tip of Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula—the bow, as it were, to Chip- 


pewa County’s eastern stern, where the hidden 
inland lakes and coves and scattered limestone 
jots of Drummond Island are just separated 
from Ontario’s Manitoulin District by the False 
Detour Channel. 

Im staying for the weekend at Family 
Times, a luxury ski-in chalet at the base of Big 
Powderhorn Mountain, which is one of four 
major ski resorts within 10 miles. All told, the 
well-appointed and incredibly spacious condo 
has among its three levels: five beds, five TVs, 
three fireplaces, three bathrooms, a Jacuzzi, a 
sauna, a pool table and a mountainside patio. 

By late afternoon the sky looks like a galva- 
nized lid. I drive into town and get a delicious 
Americano from Contrast Coffee on Aurora 
Street. The place feels incongruous, its citified 
appearance jarring among relics like Floors N' 
Mor, Mattson's TV & Appliance, Ben Franklin, 
Joe's Pasty Shop, and, directly across the street 
from Contrast, the Historic Ironwood Theatre 
with its eight-bay limestone facade, bronze 
marquee, stained-glass transoms, and stoic 
griffons perched throughout. 

This is what some younger Yoopers are do- 
ing: returning from college and infusing a kind 
of cultural dualism into the U.P's doggedly an- 
tiquated communities. Down the block, on the 
corner of Lowell and Ayer, Cold Iron Brewing 
opened in 2017, in the old Ottawa National For- 
est Building. In fact, as of this writing, there 
are about 20 breweries scattered across the 
U.P. In Hancock, Gitche Gumee Ciderworks 
crafts artisanal cider from local wild apples 
hauled in by the truckload. Cedar Naturals in 
Atlantic Mine harvests small-batch essential 
oils from nearby white cedar and balsam fir. 
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On Washington Street in Marquette, my friend 
Justin “Bugsy” Sailor opened U.P. Supply Co., 
a brick-and-mortar hawking irreverent cool-kid 
Yooperwear. There are a number of wineries 
and marijuana dispensaries. Marquette’s wa- 
terfront has become a veritable bar graph of 
condos and hotels. At the Roam Inn, a boutique 
hotel over in Munising, house chef de cuisine 
Ali Adamczyk's Gitchee Gumee Burger is an 
eight-ounce dry-aged short-rib blend with 
sharp Pinconning cheese, cherry tomato jam 
and veal-glazed onions. In Nahma Township, 
Michelin-starred chef Шапа Regan and her 
wife Anna opened Milkeed Inn, a glamping 
B&B that runs guests about $2,000 a night. 

I have dinner down the street, at the Olde 
Suffolk Ale House. Of the three portions of 
prime rib—King, Queen, Princess—I order the 
Princess, and it’s as large as my open hand. I 
have a nice conversation with some folks at the 
bar, a woman and two gentlemen. 

One guy’s saying: “So you take this [unintel- 
ligible] and add a buncha' kief, roll it up and dip 
it in this—" He turns to the other guy. "What 
kinda’ oil?” 

Other guy shrugs. 

“Anyway, single jay costs $20. Gonna’ 
smoke that and we'll just zone out and gaze 
down at Silver Street [in neighboring Hurley, 
WI]. Welcome to join, bud.” 

I consider this, the sumptuous detail that 
experience could lend to this story. But ulti- 
mately decide against getting my brain zapped 
among strangers in Hurley, a town known for 
its serrated energy. 

The next morning, over a quick and deli- 
cious breakfast at Mike’s Restaurant (“Food so 


Continued on page 20 
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good,” the menu attests, "you'll think we stole 
your Мата!”), an Ironwood mainstay, I pick up 
snippets of conversation from my packed sur- 
roundings. 

“Hey there. How's she goin'?" 

“Ya. She's goin’ good." 

"Oh ya?" 

“Ya.” 

And then: “My dad’s brother’s kids used 
to come over and help make wood. Well, my 
dad wanted to pay ’em, and his brother said, 
"You ain't payin’ them kids to make frickin’ fire- 
wood." 

Part of a different conversation over my 
shoulders: "You're gonna’ make me choke on 
a damn cheese curd." 

I set off for the Black River Scenic Byway, 
but Copper Peak, "the largest artificial ski jump 
in the world" at 496 feet, is closed for the sea- 
son. Just down the road, I park in the lot for 
Conglomerate Falls. The trail is vascular with 
tree roots. I touch the cold wood of a busted 
hemlock. Birds overhead sound like monkeys, 
and these calls follow me down the trail with 
increased urgency and volume, announcing my 
presence. I am alone. Another bend and I can 
hear the falls ahead like wind through pines. 
Then, the rushing Conglomerate is split by an 
enormous volcanic rise, on top of which huge 
forest debris sits piled like a prehistoric nest. 

Farther down the road, you'll find Potawa- 
tomi Falls, which is an easy—and wheelchair- 
accessible—500-foot walk. A sign at the trail- 
head explains that “[t]he Black River is named 
for the dark color of its water,” which “is due 
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in part to a naturally occurring dye called ‘tan- 
nin’ that leaches into the water from the bark 
of Hemlock trees.” Rotting leaves everywhere 
smell like red wine. 

At Sandstone Falls, farther still, a sign post- 
ed atop 153 steps warns “STEPS AND TRAIL 
DROP SHARPLY TO FALLS PACE YOUR- 
SELF AND AVOID OVER EXERTION.” Cer- 
tain portions of these steps list downhill, pro- 
ducing a kind of mal de débarquement. The falls 
themselves are breathtaking: intercut with jut- 
ting rocks large and smooth as luxury automo- 
biles. It’s like stepping back into an unpeopled 
America. 

The climb back up those steps has me sweat- 
ing and shedding layers, and so I decide to skip 
Rainbow Falls and head directly to Black River 
Harbor, where the journey terminates at Lake 
Superior. Along the way, some road signs are 
pocked with buckshot; others are dog-eared 
from, presumably, a drive-by with a baseball 
bat. Black River Harbor, along with Little Girl’s 
Point 27 miles west, are the area’s can’t-miss 
attractions, its crown jewels. 

The suspension bridge bobs underfoot as 
I cross—I’m tempted to jump up and down, 
but there are people here. Opposite one of the 
breaker walls, there’s a sandy beach that ex- 
tends northeast to Porcupine Mountains, the 
leaves in this light the color of high-moisture 
rust. Stockpiles of gigantic driftwood polished 
clean. I watch a Red-naped Sapsucker study the 
surface of a tree so closely that I can see its 
pulse in its throat. 

Brilliant red plants explode from the trail- 


side like blood vessels. 

“Excuse me,” I say to a passing elderly cou- 
ple. “Do you know what kind of plant this is?” 

The woman says, “Years ago I might of.” 

The man rubs his chin, then points. “That’s 
red dogwood.” 

“Oh, cool,” I say. “I’m in town writing a story 
for a magazine, and I’m kind of obsessive about 
details.” 

As we part ways, the woman calls over her 
shoulder: “Be kind to us!” 

The woods on the way out to Little Girl’s 
Point is so dense that, even in full daylight at 
1:30 p.m., I can only see about 20 feet deep. 
The sun hits the aspens from such an angle 
that their slender shadows spill across the road 
by the thousands, producing an epileptic effect 
on my eyes. 

If America is, as Kerouac put it, “the same 
vast backyard [with everybody] doing some- 
thing so frantic and rushing-about,” then the 
Upper Peninsula is where that yard meets the 
tree line. 

Little Girl’s Point drops dramatically into 
Lake Superior, and provides one of the most 
beautiful views I’ve ever seen, anywhere. The 
beach is sweeping and majestic, the Big Lake 
mighty and unforgiving. Superior’s been the 
final resting place of the SSs Edmund Fitzger- 
ald, Emperor, Kamloops, and over 60 others, 
victims to such unsettling ends as “floundered” 
“ran aground” “capsized” “lost” and “broke 
in two.” Lake Superior has a surface area of 
31,700 square miles. Its deepest recorded point 
is 1,276 feet. If the entire population of earth 
drank half a gallon of Lake Superior every day, 
it would take us 2,348 years to drain it. The 
natives called it Ojibwe Gichigami, meaning 
"Ojibwe's Great Sea.” 

Ihop back into my car and head west along 
the shore. For a moment, I'm compelled to 
keep driving, hitting US-2 at Saxon and follow- 
ing that through Ashland until I pivot north on 
53 in Duluth. I'd feel the explorer spirits of my 
ancestors, smell the tang of burning sage, hear 
the circle's rhythmic report when drumstick 
struck buckskin. North still, marveling at the 
spectral pines, Cotton, Virginia, Wakemup, 
then the widespread wilds of Koochiching and 
up into Canada, passing places like Emo and 
Sioux Narrows, Pikangikum and Pauingassi, 
the scalped earth of the oil sands. Eventually, 
Га reach Nunavut and the Arctic Archipelago 
with their road signs in Inuktitut—no destina- 
tion to speak of, just coordinates like the lati- 
tudes and longitudes of open water—guided by 
moss growth, by stick and shadow, Cassiopeia 
and Polaris. Ten-foot snowbanks under a fall- 
out sky. And onward still, north, north to the 
unpronounceable inlets and regions without 
ownership, and into the great white void. 

This is a Yooper moment. В 
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Minnesota’s annual LGBTQ+ guide featuring 
LGBTQ-friendly Businesses, Organizations 
and Wedding Resources. 
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Quality That Lasts 


Our 40th Year In Business 


Tsar Barber 


Traditional Men's Barbering 


Bundled Services to Max Your *Buying Power" 
Haircut & Hot Towel Shave $50 
Haircut & Beard Trim $30-40 
Hot Towel Shave & Facial Massage $45 
Haircut, Hot Towel Shave and Facial Massage $70 
PURE Luxury ! Book your experience today... 


www.tsarbarber.com 
651-247-1755 


2028 Ford Parkway, St. Paul 55116 
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LGBTQ FINANCE & BUYING POWER 


Roya 
Могай 


Helps Seniors Keep 
Their Golden Years 
shining Bright 


Once upon a time, retirement planning typically consisted of working 
for a single company for your entire career, a gold watch and maybe a 
cake on your last day in the office, and a comfortable company pension 
to cover your expenses for the rest of your life. 

Nowadays, a huge percentage of people make a number of career 
moves throughout their working lives, often with each position offering 
a dizzying array of options for investing their retirement savings. Try- 
ing to figure out retirement options or a new career entirely can be a 
daunting task, not to mention trying to budget how much one should be 
putting into their retirement nest egg. 

Short of winning the Powerball lottery, most of us need a lot of good, 
solid advice on how much to save throughout our working years, as well 
as keep those golden years shining. 

Lavender talks to Roya Moltaji, Financial Planner and Financial Ser- 
vices Representative with ROYA Їїс Relational Financial Planning about 
the importance of making smart financial choices when it comes to put- 
ting your money to work for you. 


How one have you been doing this work? Is 
it something you always knew you wanted 
to do? 

I’ve been working in the financial services field since 2003. As a kid, I 
would look forward to watching Louis Rukeyser and Paul Kangas on The 
Nightly Business Report with my dad. In my junior year of high school, 
I remember telling a co-worker during my summer job that I wanted 
to be a financial advisor. Then at the University of St. Thomas, I had 
two powerful experiences that affirmed my career path. As a business 
major and economics minor, I learned about investments and the power 
of planning. I also learned that when you get to speak with someone 
about money and their future, you get to deeply know their values, fears, 
hopes, and dreams. And that is something I knew I wanted to do. 


Your approach to / philosophy surrounding 
financial planning is so unique! Га love to hear 
how you got here - whether it’s something you 
developed yourself or learned from others. 
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My relational approach is based in one of my top values - loyalty! My 
dedication to investing in long lasting relationships with my clients has 
meant that every day I feel I am advocating for and advising people and 
families I care about. 

My philosophy surrounding financial planning has developed over 
time as I've thought critically about the industry, capitalism, what most 
people I know actually want out of a financial planner, and how I want 
to live my life with integrity. I believe that my clients' experience of the 
process is at least as important as the outcome, if not more in many cir- 
cumstances. We have many LGBTQIA- clients mainly because they are 
seeking out a Financial Planner who will respect them on their terms and 
who will understand their life outside of a heteronormative structure. 
The financial industry is still working off primarily white, heteronorma- 
tive assumptions when it comes to peoples' finances. This has naturally 
led me to working within my own community to help people navigate 
their financial picture. For some clients, this has meant learning about 
family or corporate wealth accumulation, and often valuing a more col- 
lective financial wellness through wealth redistribution. 

I've learned so much from others about myself along the way. Early 
in my career, my manager and managing director first helped me real- 
ize my uniqueness. It was kind of a push and pull - sometimes I saw 
the value of being myself and sometimes I wanted to hide it. But as my 
relationships developed with clients, I came to realize that showing up in 
my authenticity opens the door for my clients to do the same, and for us 
to partner in support of their dreams. 


What is something that sets you apart from 
other financial planners? 

One thing that sets me apart from other financial planners is the fact 
that I practice relational financial planning. This means that while we’re 
looking for positive financial outcomes, we’re also prioritizing the client’s 
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experience, input, and personalized needs. When given the option, few 
people choose goal achievement if it means dreading every day and feel- 
ing like they can't live their best lives in the meantime. I want my clients 
to understand their options and the impact of their decisions so they can 
make the best choices for themselves and their communities. My team 
also provides connections to resources our clients are seeking, whether 
they're looking for a new mechanic, a CPA who understands stock op- 
tions and business revenue, or an estate planning attorney who works 
with LGBTQIA- clients. 


Га love to hear a bit about any value-based 
investment advice you give. 

We're voting with our dollars when it comes to where we shop and 
who we hire for help. Many folks are also interested in investing their 
money more thoughtfully. We talk with our clients about whether they'd 
like to consider environmental impact, profit from weapons, and diver- 
sity in leadership when it comes to their portfolio holdings. There may 
be certain industries or companies a person wants to include or exclude 
when it comes to investing, and we work to make that happen. We incor- 
porate our clients' values as a guide within their financial plan. 


What is some advice you'd уе to someone 
who is feeling lost financially? 

You're not alone! This is why I have a job - you may have the knowl- 
edge but not the time, or you may have the time but not the knowledge. 
If you're feeling lost financially, first look at what your goals are. Seeing 
the big picture can help to determine next steps. Take stock of what 


your current strategy is and write down ideas to reach your goals. Then, 
implement! You'll get there eventually with a series of incremental shifts 
in habits and behaviors. I work with many people who have inherited 
wealth and don't know how to handle the emotion along with the tangible 
steps they need to take. I also work with self-employed folks and those 
who aren't sure how to handle their compensation structure when shift- 
ing to bonuses, stock options, and other creative compensations pack- 
ages. If you feel you can't do it alone, talk to a friend, family member, or 
financial planner so you can find support and accountability. 


What is a common misconception you see 
in folks about money, investments, and sav- 
ings? 

So many folks think they don't have enough to warrant a money con- 
versation with a financial planner or even with friends. We've all dealt 
with financial decision making at some point in our lives and you can 
find helpful solutions when you start asking around. If you're not sure 
whether you should hire a financial planner, schedule an appointment 
with one to find out. Ask them questions about the industry, where you 
might be able to take advantage of opportunities, and how much it would 
cost to get started. 

I also notice how much energy people put into investment selection. 
While this is an important piece of a person's financial life, it's only one 
part of the entire picture. Often, there can be a larger impact by address- 
ing the amount that's being saved, the distribution strategy for those in 
retirement, and tax strategies. Keep in mind there are many components 
to a healthy financial plan. 


Anything | didn't ask that you'd like people 
to know about you or your business? 

My team is hard-working and we LOVE our clients! We're willing to 
have initial conversations to find out more about goals and fit. When 
we're not working, you can connect with us as we're hiking around the 
state, playing broomball, socializing at The Woman's Club of Minneapo- 
lis, gardening, or climbing at Vertical Endeavors. We want to work with 
people who love life and want clarified strategy and action items around 
their money. See you soon! В 
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Street, Suite 2300, Minneapolis, MN 55402 (612] 333-1413.] CA Insurance 
License # 0109841 CRN202410-1123437 
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Coming Soon: 


Your 2021 Taxes — Be Prepared! 


| BY EB. BOATNER | 


By E. B. Boatner with ROR Tax Profession- 
als’ Larry Murphy, Enrolled Agent, and Mike 
Cassidy, Partner and Income Tax Specialist 

“Wait! It’s not that time of year,” you plead, 
“Not yet!” Ah, but now is the time, because, as 
the old song warned, “It’s later than you think.” 
And so Lavender has asked ROR Tax Profes- 
sionals for some early tips to get you started 
on 2021. 


Why should people be get- 
ting ready this early? 

This is a great time for taxpayers to think 
about things that need to be done by the end of 
the year. Should you increase your 401K con- 
tributions for the rest of the year? Do you need 
to make estimated tax payments so you will not 
be penalized when you file your tax return? Do 
you want to make 529 contributions for a state 
deduction, which needs to be made by the end 
of the year? Is it a good year for Roth conver- 
sions? These are all questions for which taxpay- 
ers will want to learn the answers now, before 
the inevitable, onrushing deadline. 


What are the main items 
that can be gotten together 
now? 

Taxpayers should start compiling amounts 
for itemized deductions like medical expenses 
and charitable contributions. They should have 
totals for these amounts and make sure that 
they have proper documentation. If the taxpay- 
er has their own business or a rental property 
they should make sure they have good records 
of income and expenses. 


| read that numerous new 
tax laws are coming up—is 
that so? What are some of 
them? 

There are a few exciting tax laws that are in 
effect only for 2021 for taxpayers with depen- 
dents. One of them is an increased child tax 
credit from $2,000 to $3,600 for children under 
age 6 and from $2,000 to $3,000 for children 


ages 6 to 17. The additional amounts are phased 
out at $75,000 in income for single taxpayers, 
$112,500 for head of household and $150,000 
for those married filing jointly and qualified 
widowers. The $2,000 regular tax credit still 
has a phase out at $400,000 for married filing 
jointly and $200,000 for all other taxpayers. 
There is also an increase in the dependent 
care credit for 2021 only. The dollar limit for 
eligible expenses increased from $3,000 to 
$8,000 for one eligible child and from $6,000 to 
$16,000 for two or more eligible children. The 
maximum credit increased from 35% of eligible 
expenses to 50%. The income level where this 
credit phases out has been increased substan- 
tially from $15,000 to $125,000, making many 
more taxpayers eligible for the higher credit. 


What are solid deductions, 
and what are red flags for 
audit? For example, when 

| was a freelance photog- 
rapher, | remember being 
warned against deducting 
home office spaces, though 
equipment was okay. 

With so many of us working from home in 
2020 and 2021, the home office deduction is 
discussed more and more often. A home office 
needs to meet two conditions to qualify for a 
business deduction. It needs to be your princi- 
pal place of business and all or part of the home 
needs to be used exclusively and regularly for 
business. If you meet these conditions, we en- 
courage you to take this deduction. 

A deduction with more relevance this year 
is the deduction for business meals. Business 
food and beverage purchases from a restaurant 
in 2021 or 2022 will be 100% deductible, an in- 
crease from the previous deduction of 50%. 


What particular sets of 
people may have particular 
concerns? 

Taxpayers who received unemployment for 
2021 may have some concerns with having to 


owe taxes. Last year, the federal government 
allowed an exclusion of the first $10,200 of un- 
employment for taxpayers with income below 
$150,000. For married taxpayers, each spouse 
could exclude the first $10,200, if both received 
unemployment. Extra unemployment benefits 
continue in 2021 until September 6th, and no 
exclusion has been passed for 2021. These 
taxpayers may need to make an estimated pay- 
ment to avoid having a balance due with penal- 
ties at tax time. 

Taxpayers who are required to make Re- 
quired Minimum Distributions need to make 
those distributions this year after not having 
to take them in 2020. Taxpayers with this re- 
quirement should make sure the distribution is 
made by the end of the year. 


Final Deposits into retire- 
ment funds and the like? 

401k contributions need to be made by 
the end of the year. IRA and Roth IRA contri- 
butions can be made by the filing deadline of 
April 15th, 2022. SEP and Keogh contributions 
can be made up to the due date for filing your 
tax return or the extended due date if you file a 
timely extension. 


Charitable donations— 
which count, which don't? 

In 2021, taxpayers will be able to deduct 
$300 in cash charitable contributions ($600 
for married filing jointly) if they are taking the 
standard deduction. 

Individuals who itemize deductions and 
make a cash contribution to a qualified charity, 
may deduct up to 10096 of their Adjusted Gross 
Income in some situations. This is also for 2021 
only. 

For further questions the cadre of profes- 
sionals at ROR are standing by to assist you. Ш 


ROR Tax Professionals 
4500 Glen Park Rd. Ste. 100 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
1612) 822-2163 

Rortax.com 


LAVENDERMAGAZINECOM 25 


LGBTQ FINANCE & BUYING POWER 


Nancy Walker 


бх The Nancy Walker Team - Realtors 


Who Care 


| BY ISAAC JOHNSON | 


A familiar face from the pages of Lavender is Nancy Walker. The leader 
of The Nancy Walker Team at Coldwell Banker Realty first picked up a 
Lavender magazine in the late ’90s, and has been a supporter ever since. 
As one of Coldwell’s top 50 agents, Nancy and her team have a tried-and- 
true approach to their business. They have the desire to help people, build 
relationships, and find clients their dream home. 

Nancy’s team “has the wherewithal to be creative and we have a lot 
of experience to be able to problem solve.” They take a holistic, personal 
approach with clients—going to a lot of weddings, visiting new babies, at- 
tending funerals. “It’s very intentional that we stay in touch,” Nancy says. 
It’s more than just real estate: “it’s about life.” With more than 30 years 
of experience, Nancy has some professional advice for those looking to 
make a real estate move in 2022. 


What are your recommendations for select- 
ing a Realtor? 

Interview more than one Realtor and ask for testimonials. Talk to 
people who worked with them in the last year and vet their experience. 
The relationship with a Realtor is a partnership. It’s a big decision that 
you're making. Find someone who is invested in your success as much 
as you'll be investing in them. They’re going to become your confidant 
and your housing compass. 


How can clients tell if it’s time to sell? 
When you're physically, emotionally, mentally, and financially pre- 
pared to sell. If you combine all of those aspects of your life, and you can 
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determine that you're ready, then you'll know. If you are very attached 
to your home, you may not be emotionally ready to sell. If you don't have 
your finances in order, wait until all these pieces come together. 


What are some of your top tips for sellers? 

1. Do a walkthrough and market evaluation early. Invite a Real- 
tor over to get a professional's advice on what needs to be done months 
before you hit the market. 

2. Put your money where the water is. Updating kitchens and 
bathrooms has the greatest return on your investment. Before invest- 
ing in any major projects, ask your Realtor where the money should go. 
Coldwell Banker Realty has a program called RealVitalize—you get a 
construction concierge to assist with projects, then, as the seller, you 
don't pay for it until closing. 

3. Curb appeal is paramount. On an average, people buy homes 
in the first 15 seconds—you've got to grab them from the street. Deco- 
rate for the season, landscape, or add lighting to make your home look 
inviting. When they drive up you want to attract them from the outside 
so they are drawn to go inside. Then think about what they'll see, smell, 
and feel as they enter your home. 

4. Avoid incorrect pricing. Do research online, go to open houses, 
and listen to your Realtor. In a "seller's market" where supply is low and 
demand is high, some sellers increase their price point—just make sure 
it'll appraise at a point that's comparable to others on the market. 

5. Declutter and deep clean. You live in your house differently 
than you sell your house. Even if you think you're great at cleaning, 
you're probably not as spot on as a professional. 


Photo by Tammy Brice and Miranda Welte 


6. Ни the market early. The spring market has lagged into the 
summer the last few years. In 2021, however, it quieted down in July and 
August. In 2022 buyer inventory is going to come out of the woodwork, 
so the sooner your home hits the market the better. 

7. Critically assess risk. You may have a handful of offers, but part- 
ner with your Realtor on the decision. It might not always be the highest 
price—you might have an offer that's slightly lower, but much less risk. 

One of the hardest moves a seller has to make in this market is when 
they have to sell their current home in order to buy a new one. Nancy 
told a recent client to “take a leap of faith" with her and sold the home 
subject to the seller finding a new home of their choice. Although it may 
have been difficult, the seller was “in the driver's seat" and would always 
have a roof over their head. Eventually they found a buyer that was will- 
ing to wait until a new home was found. The client recently closed on an 
awesome new home and is very happy. 


How do you decide where to buy? 

Start with the big picture and then nail down your criteria. Think 
about what you like to do. Do you like to bike, or go for walks? Go to the 
theater or clubs? Think about where your community is located. Where 
are your family, friends, work and school? Figure out everything that is 
important to you and that will start to narrow down the cities or neigh- 
borhoods. Then you need to educate yourself on those areas and get a 
feel for them. Drive up and down the streets, sit and watch an area for 
local activity and noise. 

'Then you can share this criteria with your Realtor. They can assist 
you by setting up a narrowed search and can provide you with inventory 
the minute it hits the market. The more homes you see, the more you're 
able to make an informed decision on value. 


What are your top tips for buyers? 

1. Plan ahead. If you're thinking about making a move in spring, 
start organizing now. Partner with a Realtor, talk about timing, the pro- 
cess, and get financing in place. 

2. Educate yourself. The Minnesota Attorney General's office of- 
fers a free "Home Buyer's Handbook." Read it. There are many nuances 
to all the stages of buying a home. Learn about the offer, inspection, ap- 
praisal and closing processes. 

3. Secure a trustworthy Realtor. Much of the education about 
these processes will come from your Realtor. Make sure you partner 
with the right team or person who you connect with and trust. 

4. Move fast. Homes move quickly, get in to view the physical prop- 
erty as quickly as you can. If you can't get there in the first few days, be 
prepared that the propertymay sell before you get the chance to make 
a move. 

5. Toughen up and don't give up. It can be very discouraging 
when you enter this market. You may make offer after offer and not get 
the home. You may, or may not, be privy as to why you weren't the cho- 
sen offer. 

Another recent client of Nancy's went through 12 offers that they did 
not win. When trying to buy an older home in Minneapolis, it was critical 
that they had a home inspection contingency in their purchase agree- 
ment. Finally on their 13th offer, they won. Nancy's team took them out 
to celebrate at Lucky's 13 Pub, where the client looked back at the other 
12 homes and was so glad they got the one they did. 

Nancy puts it simply: you have to hold both hands out—family and 
friends held in one and your Realtor in the other. It's a mission for all of 
us to have a happy ending, so don't forget to invite your Realtor over to 
celebrate once you've settled in! В 
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Minnesota Pride 


Rotary Club 


An Update On a Classic 


| BY ASHLEY BERNING | 


The first thing I notice when I walk into Leif Hagen's office at Achieve- 
ment Financial was the collection of paintings displayed on the back wall. 
They're by artists from all over the world—a nod to his love of traveling and 
the great enthusiasm he has for humanity. An Eagle scout from Steven's 
Point, WI, Hagen is the father of three daughters and has been involved in 
the Eagan Rotary Club for 15 years. He's a St. Olaf College alum, and after 
teaching abroad in both Switzerland and Japan, moved to Eagan and eventu- 
ally founded his investment firm, Achievement Financial, where he guides 
people through the process of retirement planning, health insurance and 
Medicare. He speaks four languages and served two terms as president of 
the Eagan Rotary Club before agreeing to help found an LGBTQ+ chapter; 
Hagen came out as gay four years ago, and new perspective brings new op- 
portunity. 

Hagen's involvement with Rotary started as a networking opportu- 
nity that immediately became centered around service. "It's about giving 
back my time, talent, treasure, serving my community," he says. "For me 
it's about the world: I went to my first Rotary International convention in 
Birmingham, England, when I was club president elect back in 2009. I met 
people from around the world—it's like you're at the United Nations. Then 
in 2010 I went as a Rotary exchange team leader to India for four weeks 
where we did homestays with Indian Rotary families and saw a lot of differ- 
ent service projects." 


28 LAVENDER DECEMBER 2-15, 2021 


Rotary International was founded by Paul Harris in Chicago, 1905, as a 
way for professional men to network and form friendships. Soon after forma- 
tion, they began looking for ways to give back to their communities, and 
the mission of humanitarian service became central to the organization. In 
1911, “he profits most who serves best" and “service above self’ became Ro- 
tary Club mottos and by midcentury were adopted officially. One of the first 
public service projects Rotary accomplished was installing public toilets— 
"city comfort stations"—in Chicago to improve sanitation in the city streets. 
In the years since, Rotary International has grown to 1.2 million members 
worldwide. They provide scholarships and grants for youth exchange pro- 
grams, as well as funding for local service projects like bridges, schools and 
wells. One of the main issues of focus for Rotary International has been the 
eradication of polio, which is now only present in two countries worldwide: 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. Other areas of focus include human trafficking, 
environmental concerns, and access to education and clean water. 

As a global organization, Rotary has centralized leadership, but each dis- 
trict can be home to many individual Rotary Clubs. Our district has more 
than 60 clubs, each with its own unique goals. Although Rotary has existed 
for more than a hundred years, at present there are only two specifically 
LGBTQ: clubs in the country. The MN Pride Rotary Club would be the third 
in the U.S., and the first in Minnesota. 

Hagen has three goals for the MN Pride Rotary Club: to bring more 


diversity to Rotary, to bring new members to Rotary, and most importantly, to let the LG- 
BTQ+ community know that this opportunity exists and that we are wanted and welcome. 
As what will be the third LGBTQ- club in the U.S. and the first in Minnesota, he'd like 
to see this club grow to respond to the needs of the community and inspire the charter- 
ing of other LGBTQ+ clubs: “I want them to look at us and say, wow, they do really great 
work." The kickoff event for MN Pride Rotary Club was in August, and they hold regular 
meetings at Wise Acre Eatery in South Minneapolis, an LGBTQ-owned farm-to-table res- 
taurant. MN Pride Rotary Club has decided to focus first on helping homeless LGBTQ+ 
youth in the area—and to have a really good time doing it. From signature cocktails cre- 
ated by local mixologists to drag performances over brunch, Hagen is excited to not only 
bring LGBTQ+ members to Rotary, but to give Rotary itself a bit of an update as well. 

In partnership with the Aliveness Project in South Minneapolis, they've organized 
a food drive on November 17th, and their second service project will be on December 
8th—a coat drive at Wise Acre Eatery in collaboration with Avenues for Youth. Everyone 
is welcome at these events; watch the MN Pride Rotary Club Facebook page for meeting 
information and to submit your RSVP. Events where food is provided are $20 to attend, 
and if you decide to become a member, dues are $250 annually. 

For many of us in the LGBTQ+ community, there may be some hesitancy to join such 
a traditional, historically male institution, and Hagen acknowledges that. “I’m hoping to 
open the door,” he says. “Everyone is welcome—LGBTQ-, allies, everyone." But some 
Rotary traditions, such as the invocation often given at meetings, may not resonate with 
LGBTQ- people, especially those who have had negative experiences with similar institu- 
tions in the past. MN Pride Rotary Club meetings begin instead with a toast emphasizing 
action and celebration. It's small but effective changes like these that Hagen hopes will 
help Rotary evolve and continue to grow, providing "friendly and interesting fun for the 
LGBTQ+ community" while also offering an existing infrastructure for community ser- 
vice. “ГЇЇ give it my best St. Olaf College try,” he says, smiling. 

For updates on events, or to contact MN Pride Rotary club, follow them on Facebook 
or emailmnpriderotaryclub gmail.com. li 


The Four-Way Те 


ofthe things we think, say о! 


Re 
2) 
First - 


Is it the TRUTH? 


Second - 
IS it FAIR to all 
“ЭМ тыч concerne 
it build GOOD 
and BETTER намро 


Fourth . 
SEN 


Reproductive Medicine and 
Infertility Associates 


— 


PROUD TO SUPPORT 


in the LGBTQ Community 


IA 


tive Medicine and Infertility Associates 


Learn More About Our Services at R 


- Precision Haircuts 


- Color Treatments 
- Gift Cards Available 


AVEDA 


The West End 
1683 West End Blvd. 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
(763) 546-1140 


Minnetonka Crossing 
6001 Shady Oak Rd. STE 160 
Minnetonka, MN 55343 


(952) 935-0505 


Woodbury City Center 
1960 Donegal Dr. 
Woodbury, MN 55125 
(651) 348-6676 


Online booking click: roostersmgc.com/locations 


43 facebook.com/RoostersMensGroomingCenter 


THE CLASSIC AMERICAN BARBERSHOP 


LAVENDERMAGAZINECOM 29 


OUR 


| OUR RIDES 


Ferrari 


To The Twin Cities 


BY RANDY STERN 


Did you know that there is now a Ferrari 
dealership in the Twin Cities? 

You may have noticed off of Interstate 394 
at U.S. Highway 169 that an empty dealership 
between the Jaguar Land Rover and Audi show- 
rooms in Golden Valley has evolved into the new 
home for the brand of the Prancing Horse. 

This is where Carousel Motors, a division of 
the Pohlad Companies, landed Ferrari's newest 
dealer for the Twin Cities. 

'This is significant news for supercar enthu- 
siasts and owners, as there has always been 
wealth in the Twin Cities among the executive 
and entrepreneur set. They're usually discreet 
with what they drive and own, which fits per- 
fectly with Ferrari's strategy worldwide. 

Carousel CEO Chase Hawkins explains 
that Ferrari was interested in opening up a new 
store in the Twin Cities. Both Carousel and 
Ferrari saw an opportunity to have a presence 
here—not just for sales, but also for service 
and support of current owners. Hawkins states 
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that there was an “obvious alignment” between 
Carousel and Ferrari to open up this new store, 
among the 40 such official Ferrari dealerships 
in the U.S.A. 

According to Hawkins, “There are a number 
of Ferrari owners [in the Twin Cities and Upper 
Midwest] and they’ve, unfortunately, had some 
level of inconvenience in where they’ve been 


able to purchase their cars and where they have 
had an opportunity to service them. In general, 
Ferrari owners have had to take their Ferraris to 
Chicago for anything as simple as an oil change, 
because every new Ferrari comes with seven 
years of free maintenance. When you have that 
maintenance, the only people who are eligible to 
perform that are official Ferrari dealers.” 


In all, Hawkins explains that the focal point 
of the new Ferrari store is to "take care of the 
customers that already have Ferraris—and we 
know there are a significant number of those 
owners here today—and then really introduce 
this brand to people that have not had access 
to it before." 

In the past, the Italian company's founder 
Enzo Ferrari was reluctant to sell his road-going 
sports cars. However, he understood that in or- 
der to fund his racing efforts—the Scuderia— 
he would have to sell his cars to very worthy 
customers. You'd have to be vetted in order to 
own a new Ferrari. In most cases, you have to 
have been a current Ferrari owner to be consid- 
ered to own a new model. 

'That has now changed—to a point. Ferrari 
has now allowed their dealers to sell the new 
Roma 2-2 coupe and the Portofino M coupe/ 
convertible to customers that have not had a 
history of ownership with the brand. Both are 
members of what Ferrari calls their GT Car 
Family. 

Shopping for a new Ferrari is a special ex- 
perience. You don't simply take one home the 
same day. The customer is invited to choose the 
way they want their car with a visit inside the 
Atelier room. There, you can choose exterior 
paint and interior upholstery colors, the type 


Photos by Randy Stern 
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Lavender Media is seeking to add a Twin Cities- 
based full time Account Executive to our sales 
team. We are looking for an outgoing, 
organized, self-driven & motivated professional 
with excellent phone, writing and presentation 
skills. Candidates should enjoy working directly 
with clients who are interested in growing their 
business through Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local. 


Includes base pay + commission and an 
employee benefits package that includes group 
health, dental, life insurance and LTD. 


Applicants should have experience with Mac 
software environment, Excel, Word, social media 
platforms & database software such as Filemaker 

Pro. They should exhibit an elevated level of 

organization, attention to detail, the ability to 
work as part of a team, effective communication, 

self direction, enjoys working with new people 
and has a natural drive to grow. 


Please send your cover letter and resume to 
Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. 
stephen.rocheford@lavendermagazine.com 


SPAGHETTON 


Order online at kowalskis.com 
or call 651-313-6870 to create a 
custom gift box. 


11 Twin Cities Locations * kowalskis.com 


Continued on page 34 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 


advertising@lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 
MN ADOPT 


Finding families and providing information, 


education, and support to Minnesota 


Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 


2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 
St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 
www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 

Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


EDUCATION 

Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 


Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 


and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 
Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 
(952) 885-5409 
www.nwhealth.edu 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


EVENT VENUES 

Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.cdliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 
We're a sliding fee clinic that also 


accepts insurance & assistance programs. 


Be healthy. Be you! 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 

run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

The Museum of Russian Art 

Explore Russian art, music & culture 
through exhibitions & live events. The only 
one of its kind in the U.S. 

5500 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55419 

(612) 821-9045 

www.tmora.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation's largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 
Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 


intimate setting where all are welcomed. 


420 E. Main St. 
Anoka, MN 55303 
(763) 422-1838 
info@lyricarts.org 
www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Dance Theatre 
Presenting masterful and inspiring dance 
through performance and education 
since 1962. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 338-0627 

www.mndance.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
heater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America’s 
leading symphony orchestras. 

111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612) 371-5656, (800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


The Cowles Center for Dance & the 
Performing Arts 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

(612) 206-3600 
http://www.thecowlescenter.org 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education and 
celebration of dance. 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


Zephyr Theatre 

The Zephyr Theatre presents a unique 
experience through professional 
theatrical, musical, and educational 
events. 

601 Main St. N. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 571-2444 
www.stillwaterzephyrtheatre.org 


REAL ESTATE 

LGBTQ+ Real Estate Alliance 

The premier LGBTQ+ professional 
organization for real estate and housing 
professionals. "Advocate. Elevate. 
Celebrate." 

P.O. Box 18491 

St. Paul, MN 55118 
www.realestatealliance.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Children’s Home 8. 155 

Proudly serving ALL children and families 
through foster care, adoption & post- 
adoption services. 

1605 Eustis St. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 646-7771 

welcome @chlss.org 

www.chlss.org 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive impact 
on our greater community. Volunteering for 
social & environmental causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 

Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11 to 24 with health 
care, mental health services, and basic 
needs services for youth experiencing 
homelessness. 

1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 

admin@face2face.org 
www.face2face.org 


The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 
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AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE HOME SERVICES INSURANCE 
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Estimates 7am-5pm All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. 5, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


EMPLOYMENT 


Account Executive. Lavender Media is 
seeking to add a Twin Cities-based "Account 
Executive" to our sales team. We are looking 
for an outgoing, organized, self-driven 8. 
motivated professional with excellent phone, 
writing and presentation skils. Candidates 
should enjoy working directly with clients 
who are interested in growing their business 
hrough Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local. This 
is a full-time position that includes base pay 
* commission and an employee benefits 
package that includes group health, dental, 
ife insurance and LTD. Please send your cover 
etter and resume to stephen.rocheford@ 
avendermagazine.com 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


GUN SHOPS 


GET A RANGE PASS 
GOOD FOR $10 OFF LANE FEE 
FOR EVERY $50 IN GIFT CARDS 
PURCHASED! 


NOV, DEC 
26th ^ 25th 


& Ringe 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


fitness with compassion 


specializing in: 
weight loss cardio training і 
women and senior fitness |. 


muscle mass and strength | į I | 
t Will McD 
certified personallfainer 


fitnesswithcompassion.com 
fitnesswithcompassion@gmail.com 


Your sexual concern 
doesn't need to be a problem. 


The stigma stops here. 


CENTRE FOR 
SEXUAL WELLNESS | 


612-208-7704 


www.centreforsexualwellness.org 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


After a Century of Service - 
We Know Our Business 


612-354-4764 
www.McQuillanBros.com 


Serving you for over 100 years! S=SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


www.davinabaldwin.com 


Davina M. Baldwin 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto > Home · Life 


+ Relocations to the 
Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 
Office: (612) 781-3454 
Cell: (612) 267-7696 
www.johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com 


REAL ESTATE 


Гап, 


B ‘Wel... Invest Wisely! 


5 
в Manz, 
COLDWELL BANKER 
REALTY 


nwalkerGcb 
Staa. 


Palm Springs Homes & Lifestyle 


* 612.387.3985 


€ CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 
© CurtLarsonHomes.com 
© CalBRE #01974318 


BERKSHIRE | California 
HATHAWAY | Properties 
HomeServices 


2 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 
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OUR HOMES | OUR RIDES 


of steering wheel, seating, contrast stitching, 
wheels, brake caliper colors, and so forth. The 
turnaround for a new Ferrari depends on the 
model they choose from—it could take a couple 
years before final delivery on some of the more 
special models in the lineup. 

In all, Ferrari offers 12 models for 2021, with 
prices ranging up to $1 Million. 

As a destination, Twin Cities Performance/ 
Ferrari of Minneapolis will entice enthusiasts 
and customers alike to see how this dealership 
will add value to the local automotive retail in- 
dustry. Hawkins mentions that the dealership 
will “host a number of events at the store for 
those Ferrari owners, and continue to promote 
that non-Ferrari owners become Ferrari own- 
ers, become members of the [local Ferrari] 
club. The president [of the local Ferrari club] is 
very proactive in bringing them in. It's a healthy 
club scene. It's sort of about the joy of driving 
these cars." 

Now we're wondering if anyone can just 
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show up at the Ferrari dealership, even to 
look at the cars? “We welcome anybody,” says 
Hawkins, “and obviously this is a global iconic 
brand and people just love to see the beauty and 
the design of our cars. The challenge always is 
trying to balance the true desire of someone to 
try a car because they want to own one and peo- 
ple who are not necessarily in a position to own 
a Ferrari, but still want to experience it. But we 
always avoid arrogance, aloofness, snobbery, all 
of those things. It's not who we are as Carousel 
Motor Group. It's not who Pohlad Companies 
are and it's not who we [at Twin Cities Perfor- 
mance/Ferrari of Minneapolis] are.” 

Twin Cities Performance/Ferrari of Minne- 
apolis is now open for business. It has turned 
into a destination for one of the most iconic 
brands in the automotive industry—one full of 
tradition and enthusiasm. If you’re among the 
few who own a Ferrari or love the brand, there 
is now a place in Golden Valley to spur on your 
love of the Prancing Horse. В 


OUR | JAMEZ SITINGS 


On James 
Patrick Martin 


BY JAMEZ L. SMITH 


Death, faced with Dignity, Grace, and an awe-inspiring 
expansive Awareness. Inevitability embraced with the curios- 
ity of a precocious child. Wisdom shared with the Love of a 
Caring Elder. 

I celebrate his passing, knowing the release he so craved has 
been awarded. He is no longer in pain. 

I cannot mourn. He prepared so well. He was ready. 

On the other hand: I am saddened. Selfishly. 

He said he regretted not getting closer, sooner. Regretted being 
aloof. 

I wasn't bothered. Admired his stoic nature. When he did open 
up, it was all the sweeter. 

Endearing. 

His illness strengthened our friendship. As cancer seemed to 
strengthen his spirit. 

His innate wisdom blossomed in the truth of it. I still marvel. 
І cannot mourn. Yet. 

Iam happy for him. Share his excitement for the journey. The 
next assignment. 

A new project. He said he had work yet to do here, on this 
Earth. Work better done from the other side. 

Work to benefit us all. 

I'm grateful to have a new Member on The Team. A new Ally 
amongst the gods and the stars. 

It's sad, it's heartbreaking, that he was ever sick at all. 

He bore it so well. I can't be angry. 

I met Jimmy during 3-4-1s at Bubbles. Joshua Llewellyn 
introduced us. I thought they were a couple. 

Jimmy and I, from the first moment, engaged in the deepest 
conversations. And we Harmonized. Differing viewpoints 
coexisting Peacefully. Delightfully. 

Over the years, our interactions were sporadic, yet, and still, 
Frequent. We rarely planned to hangout. Be we regularly 
crossed paths. 

No. Our paths more than crossed. They converged. Gloriously. 
Diverged organically, before reconvening Unexpectedly some- 
where else. Always delightfully. 

The few times we put effort towards hanging out, were equally 
delightful. 

I keep using the word “Delightful” because it is exact and 
precise. Synonyms merely hint at the Truth. 

James told me had cancer during a random encounter on 

the street. It was a matter-of-fact announcement, made with 
the same candor with which he'd share an upcoming soccer 
match, or a new song he liked. 

He was already ok with it. Eager to explore what it meant and 
what he might learn. 

After the 14lb tumor was removed from his belly, he had the 
nurses take pictures to share on his phone. He posted regular 
updates from his deathbed. Shared his first FB Live video 5 
days before he died. It is a beautiful video. I encourage every- 
one to watch it. I even shared it with a friend who claimed to 
have Zero Reasons to live, in hopes it might inspire. 

Jimmy had reasons to live. He had reasons to face death. He 
had reasons to fight to survive. 

He did all three with Dignity, Grace, and Awareness, the 
whole while looking forward to crossing over and continuing 
his work. On our behalf. 

Witnessing James’ journey was a blessing. His nonchalant 
acceptance remains inspiring. 

Iam blessed, we all are blessed, to have such a Powerful Ally 
in the Spirit Realm. 
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Join Lavender and o 
THURSDAY 
January 6, 2022 * 5:30 - 8:00 PM 


EZB 


990 CENTRAL AVE. NE 
MINNEAPOLIS 


MM N.COTS 


PRESENTED BY: 
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- 2022 oubaru Outback 
“бо Where Love Takes You. 


The 2022 Subaru Outback. The 2022 Outback is built to take you anywhere. It features the confidence of standard 
Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive with up to 33 MPG and the advanced safety of both standard EyeSight® Driver Assist 
Technology and the available DriverFocus® Distraction Mitigation System. And it's engineered to last, with 96% of 
Outback vehicles sold in the last 10 years still on the road today, more than Honda or Toyota brands.* 


*Based on Experian Automotive vehicles in operation vs. total new registrations for MY2011-2020 as of December 2020. 
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Visit us at our new location! 


500 American Boulevard West, Bloomington 
www.bloomingtonsubaru.com | 763-392-9959 


